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Question #1 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach –Assembly District #57 

Please introduce yourself and explain 

why you are running for this office. 
I moved to Appleton in 1994 when I was 25. I 

started career in marketing in the region’s most 

defining industry--paper manufacturing. I was 

mentored by mill owner, Bob Buchanan who once 

told me, “Lee you can be a pain in my butt you 

sure get stuff done.” He was right on the latter! 

And I have. I had my own consulting firm, rose to 

leadership in Girls Scout organization and have 

strong budget experience being responsible for 

public dollars and making the most good on limited 

funds. I know the district, care about the people in 

the district and am uniquely suited to represent you 

in Madison. I am known as a helper, a doer, a 

fighter and I am the only candidate who 

legitimately resides in the 57th. 

*Please see my introduction from the LWV forum 

for more details 

No response received. 

Question #2 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach –Assembly District #57 

Wisconsinites are concerned about 

their safety regarding COVID 19. 

According to the Wisconsin 

Department of Health and Human 

Services, COVID-19 rates are High 

As long as the GOP have majority control, it 

will be extremely difficult for any of the 

Governor or Secretary Palm’s orders to be in 

place without challenge in the courts or by lack 

of enforcement by local municipalities. This is 

No response received. 
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in most Wisconsin counties, and 

getting higher in rural areas as well. 

The “Safer At Home” order and 

Mask Requirement order issued by 

the Governor and rejected by the 

Senate and Assembly leaders have 

created confusion and chaos in 

Wisconsin. How would you work with 

the governor and the legislative 

leadership to combat COVID-19? 
 

part of the problem. The Democrats want to be 

in session working on bills that offer solutions 

and the Republicans refuse. The Democrats 

support Governor Evers’ mandates and 

emergency orders and the Republicans 

challenge them. It is enormously frustrating. 

All we can do is rail against it and keep trying. 

Question #3 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach –Assembly District #57 

The CARES Act, Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Security Act, 

was passed in March by Congress.  It 

provided economic relief for families, 

small businesses, industry, as well as 

State, Local, and Tribal 

Governments.  There are ongoing 

needs for assistance in 

Wisconsin.  Do you support 

additional federal aid to states?  If 

so, what should the aid target and 

how will you advocate for it?   
 

See the forum for my full answer. Yes, I 

support it. We should target rental and housing 

assistance, assistance for those in the restaurant 

and hospitality industry and other small 

businesses. 
 

No response received. 

Question #4 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

COVID-19 is a new disease.  Medical 

experts are learning about it every 

day. How would you decide which 

medical guidelines to promote? What 

is your position on increased testing?  
 

We need more community testing sites, 

particularly in the Fox Valley. I would follow 

the advice of the CDC and local health 

departments: social distancing, hand washing, 

wearing masks, limiting size of gatherings 

indoors. 
 

No response received. 
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Question #5 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

When state money is going toward 

private schools, what are your 

thoughts about the differences in 

transparency and accountability 

between public and private schools 

regarding meeting individual student 

needs, protecting civil rights of 

special education students or 

complying with federal anti-

discrimination laws? 
 

This question really has a lot of facets and it 

was confusing in the forum (please see my 

answer there). I believe in transparency and I 

believe that private schools who are taking 

voucher school money should be held to the 

same expectations and standards as public 

schools, including when it comes to meeting 

the needs of students with special education 

requirements. 

 

 No response received. 

Question #6 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Given that the private school voucher 

program is set to expand yearly, how 

do you propose funding its ever-

increasing cost, especially in this 

time of shrinking revenue? 
 

See forum for full answer. I think we need to 

halt and phase out the voucher school system. I 

believe public tax dollars should not fund 

private or religious schools where they are not 

held accountable to a publicly elected board of 

education. Our public money should not fund 

private interests. 
 

No response received. 

Question #7 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

There is a great deal of public 

interest in producing politically fair 

maps for Wisconsin, eliminating 

partisan tampering, also known as 

gerrymandering. In the last decade, 

$4 million of Wisconsin taxpayer 

money was spent defending 

gerrymandered maps. There are 

other models/systems for using a 

nonpartisan commission (such as the 

Iowa model).  In the past 40 years, 

I fully support the People’s Maps Commission 

as n advisory body to the Legislature. The 

public should have input since they are directly 

impacted by the maps. Legislators should 

listen to their recommendations for fair and 

impartial maps that do not unfairly favor one 

party over the other. 
 

No response received. 
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there has not been a single legal 

challenge to district maps in Iowa.  

Many Wi candidates and legislators 

have pledged their support for an 

independent process to draw 

legislative district maps to be put in 

place by June 30, 2021.  Will you 

support legislation that advocates for 

a nonpartisan commission? 
Question #8 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

There is concern, and sometimes 

cynicism among voters because of the 

sense that politicians answer to party 

instead of the people in their district.  

When you vote, how will you work 

through party interests and what’s 

best for the citizens in your district 

when making your decision?  

 

First and foremost, I represent ALL of the 

people of the 57th no matter party affiliation. I 

will make sure to seek and consider both sides. 

However, I will not vote against my values. If I 

win on the values I have run on, then this will 

still be representing the majority view of my 

constituents. Some votes will be hard and will 

be against my caucus if it is best for the 57th. 

Some votes will be hard because what is best 

for the majority of the state might not be best 

for the 57th. It will take courage to have 

conviction in both scenarios.\ 

No response received. 

Question #9 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

There is nothing more egregious to 

Democracy than putting up 

roadblocks that suppress eligible 

voters from casting their ballots and 

having their ballots counted. There 

are concerns that in Wisconsin such 

things as reducing the number of 

hours that polls are open, reducing 

the number of polling sites, closing 

See my forum recording for full answer. I am 

in full support of overturning some of the 2011 

voter suppression laws such as the ones that 

limited early, in-person voting to 2 weeks 

before the election. I would eliminate the voter 

ID law and I would work to make sure 

municipalities could expand early voting 

hours. I believe in making greater access to the 

polls not less. 

No response received. 
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some polls that were open on 

weekends, are making voting more 

difficult.  What is your position on 

safeguarding voters’ rights to cast 

their ballot? And what steps would 

you take to ensure that every voter is 

able to cast their ballot? 

 

Question #10 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Voting by mail has been successful in 

several states including Oregon, 

Washington, Colorado and Utah.  

Looking past this upcoming election, 

would you support mail-in voting for 

Wisconsin’s eligible voters requiring 

the state to mail a ballot to every 

registered voter with a prepaid return 

envelope? Would you support a 

Federal budget that allocates funding 

to help states enact mail-in voting?  

We have mail in voting by request now but I 

would love to have automatic ballots sent, yes. 

I also believe in automatic voter registration at 

18. 

 

No response received. 

Question #11 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

In order to slow climate change and 

improve public health, we must begin 

to reduce our emissions from burning 

fossil fuels. How do you think we can 

best transition to a clean-energy 

economy? 
 

See forum for longer answer. We can invest in 

an incentivize use of renewables like solar and 

wind, invest in multi-modal transportation 

infrastructure and provide incentives for 

manufacturing and businesses to convert to 

more efficient, greener buildings and 

processes. 

No response received. 

Question #12 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Do you support a green new deal for 

Wisconsin and what would it look 

like?  

I do. See Answer 11. 
 

No response received. 
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Question #13 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Because we know that climate change 

is an imminent threat, and we must 

establish better community resilience 

in the face of increasingly severe and 

unpredictable weather events, 

especially for our vulnerable 

populations, would you support 

funding for a Climate Resilience 

Officer from the state government? 

 

I like this idea! I’d love to have an expert on 

hand to help us predict and prepare for 

inevitable increase in storms, rain, high heat, 

etc. which will negatively impact communities 

and  ecology. 

 

No response received. 

Question #14 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Is legislative action needed to secure 

clean and safe water resources for 

everyone? 

 

Definitely! From lead pipe abatement to 

CAFOS to PFAS, we need to hold polluters 

accountable and responsible. We should  work 

to help farmers safely reduce groundwater 

contamination and we need to eliminate 

harmful chemical usage. 

 

No response received. 

Question #15 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Do you think there is racism in 

Wisconsin?  If yes, how is it 

manifested?  What can we do about 

it? 
 

Yes, there is racism in WI and in order to 

tackle it we need to acknowledge how white 

folks benefit from these systems. From 

housing to healthcare to education to criminal 

justice, we have systems which were built to 

unfairly shut out BIPOC and advantage whites. 

We need to look at dismantling these systems 

of oppression and rebuild in an equitable way. 

 

No response received. 

Question #16 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

What will you do to combat racial 

disparities in health, education, and 

access to capital in Wisconsin?  How 

I would consider reparations in the form of 

college tuition and grants to BIPOC business 

start-ups. I would even look at universal 

No response received. 
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will you work for greater equity in 

our state?   

 

income to give a financial lift to those who are 

routinely disadvantaged. 

 

Question #17 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Police reform bills are focusing on 

accountability and transparency—

training, de-escalation techniques, 

etc.  Do you support the Police 

Reform Bills set forward by Gov 

Evers and Lt Gov Barnes? What 

police reform bills do you support?  

What bills would you object to? 

 

I do support them. They are a start. We need to 

go further. The universality of training and 

procedures like banning chokeholds, no knock 

warrants and mandating body cam usage are 

all good things needed throughout the state. I 

also know that we must fund some of these 

mandates do not defund. Training on implicit 

bias and de-escalation techniques come out to 

the operating budgets of police departments so 

unless the state will fund these requirements, 

they will remain in danger of being cut.  

No response received. 

Question #18 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Wisconsin has increased their prison 

population by 14% in the past year 

while many other Midwestern States 

and nationally have decided to 

reduce their prison population and 

reallocate the money on programs to 

reduce reoffending and support crime 

victims. Do you support reforms in 

Wisconsin? If so, what would you do 

to reduce the prison population and 

the cost of incarceration in 

Wisconsin?   

I have been disappointed in the Governor’s 

refusal to do his part in reducing the 

population particularly in the midst of the 

COVID crisis. We need compassionate release 

of nonviolent offenders and those who are 

elderly, infirm or nearing the end of their 

sentence. We need to decriminalize marijuana 

possession and legalize marijuana. 

 

No response received. 

Question #19 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

In 2019, Wisconsin's poverty rate 

was 11 percent.  We know there are 

lots of factors that contribute to 

I would raise the state minimum wage to $15 

an hour. I would work toward universal paid 

childcare for children over 2. I would pass bills 

to secure guaranteed paid family and medical 

No response received. 
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poverty:  loss of jobs, rising cost of 

childcare, rising cost of out of pocket 

insurance payments, student loans, 

lack of job skills, Wisconsin’s low 

minimum wage—and more.What is 

the most important thing that can be 

done to reduce poverty in our area, 

and specifically, what sort of 

legislation would you propose to help 

reduce poverty?  

 

leave. I would take the Medicaid Expansion 

dollars. 

 

Question #20 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Do you feel Badger care is a good 

program and enough for the health 

and welfare of Wisconsin’s citizens? 

Should we be accepting the Medicaid 

expansion to make healthcare more 

accessible?  Why or Why not? 

 

Yes, we should take the Federal Medicaid 

expansion We can insure more people, save 

tax payer dollars, increase the reimbursement 

rate for caregivers and invest funds that we 

free up in other programs. 

 

No response received. 

Question #21 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Currently, only 18% of workers have 

paid leave benefits through their 

employers. This has become 

especially critical during the 

pandemic What is your stand on 

establishing a paid family and 

medical leave insurance pool, so that 

when workers need time off to take 

care of themselves or their loved 

ones, they don’t have to choose 

between taking care of their family or 

being able to pay the bills? 

See the forum answer. I support it. 

 

No response received. 
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Question #22 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

What is the status of Fox Con?  Do 

we taxpayers get our money back if 

things don’t progress?  How would 

you make sure that taxpayers in your 

district don’t get ripped off?  How 

would you make sure to protect the 

environment going forward?  

 

FoxConn has not met most of the requirements 

set forth in the bad deal Scott Walker 

conceived on the back of that bar napkin. So, 

fortunately we have not paid out. However 

highway funds were diverted to that area, 

homes were lost, families were displaced and 

jobs promised have not come to fruition. All 

deals must have an impact study from our state 

DNR in the future. 

No response received. 

Question #23 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

A good amount of research has 

shown that investing in children 

during the key stages of brain 

development (ages 0-5) results in 

better life outcomes in health, 

education, and 

employment. What policies will you 

support to promote wise and effective 

investments in our children for their 

quality of life both now and in the 

future?   

 

I support increased investment in early 

childhood education, home visit program 

screening and support pre-school-age, Birth to 

3 programs and better compensation from 

those working in childcare and early childhood 

education. 

 

No response received. 

Question #24 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Access to affordable childcare 

increases labor force participation 

and supports state and local 

economic growth. What are viable 

ways you will support the childcare 

and early education industry if you 

are elected, and what will you do to 

While family dynamics have changed 

significantly since the 1950s, places of 

employment simply have not caught up. Rising 

childcare costs across Wisconsin are 

preventing many families from pursuing 

economic opportunities. The lack of available 

childcare was ranked second by attendees of 

the October 2017 Wisconsin Economic 

Development Association conference for 

No response received. 
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help more families afford high-

quality childcare? 

 

workforce development challenges facing 

businesses in their communities. I join other 

Democrats who want to expand paid family 

leave options so families have the opportunity 

to care for a loved-one or a newborn without 

losing their job or being unfairly penalized by 

their employer. I also believe in making sure 

child care providers are paid a fair raise with 

opportunities for professional development and 

believe as a nation we needs to get to 

Childcare for all. 

 

Question #25 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Communicating with constituents is 

an important aspect of representing 

the people. As a legislator, what 

avenues will you use to listen to and 

communicate with your constituents?  

 

Please see my debate answer for my full 

answer. I will make constituent relations a key 

factor in hiring staff. In addition, I would hold 

quarterly town halls as well as issues-based 

town halls. I also like the idea of community 

office hours at various coffee houses or 

restaurants (once safe) to stay in touch. 

 

No response received. 

Question #26 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls In 

Wisconsin: legislative committees 

failed to allow proposed legislation 

to establish a task force to explore 

Wisconsin's missing and murdered 

indigenous women and girls last 

session. Now, Attorney General Josh 

Kaul has taken steps to work with 

tribal leaders to create a task force 

*Please see the debate recording for my 

answer in full. In summary, yes I would. The 

current Assembly Representative for the 57th, 

Amanda Stuck introduced a bill to establish 

this task force so I am glad this work will 

continue under Attorney General Josh Kaul. 

 

No response received. 
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for Wisconsin to gather accurate data 

to address this tragic crisis in 

our state and across the nation. 

Would you, as a Wisconsin 

Legislator, support Attorney General 

Josh Kaul’s efforts to create a task 

force to address the crisis? Do you 

think we need legislation in 

Wisconsin to address this issue? 
Question #27 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

Are you in favor of legalizing 

recreational marijuana? Why or why 

not? 

 

Yes. I support medical and recreational 

marijuana legalization in the state of 

Wisconsin and support removing marijuana 

from the federal list of controlled substances. 

Wisconsin has some of the harshest penalties 

related to marijuana possession, sale and 

cultivation. Wisconsin prisons have bloated to 

over 23,000 incarcerated leading to dangerous, 

overcrowded conditions. We can drastically 

cut down on the prison population by doing 

away with incarceration of non-violent, low-

level drug offenders. Additionally, with the 

opioid crisis impacting communities 

throughout Wisconsin, we need to consider 

legalization as part of a viable solution. In 

studies published in the journal JAMA Internal 

Medicine, researchers found that states that 

allow the use of cannabis for medical purposes 

had 2.21 million fewer daily doses of opioids 

prescribed per year under Medicare Part D, 

compared with those states without medical 

cannabis laws. Opioid prescriptions under 

Medicaid also dropped by 5.88% in states with 

No response received. 
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medical cannabis laws compared with states 

without such laws, according to the studies. 

 
Question #28 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

What is the most important issue that 

you would address after the 

November election? 

 

We cannot address anything until we address 

COVID19. Its impact on our health, our 

businesses and the economy, our K-12 and 

post-secondary education and our lives. I will 

work with our Governor and my colleagues in 

the Legislature to implement plans and 

protocols to manage the virus spread, support 

our failing businesses and bring relief to 

people in the form of housing assistance and 

basic needs. And the most important 

immediate way we can make a positive change 

it to take the Medicaid Expansion to cover 

more people and free up money for other 

issues. 

 

No response received. 

Question #29 Lee Snodgrass – Assembly District #57 Eric Beach – Assembly District #57 

What are your greatest hopes for the 

future of Wisconsin? 

 

I hope Wisconsin has a new Progressive Era. 

During Wisconsin’s Progressive era, reformers 

pushed for cleaner cities, safer workplaces, 

labor laws, and a more democratic 

government. In 1911, under McGovern, they 

doubled taxes on railroads, broke up business 

monopolies, preserved state forests, and 

defended small farmers. I believe the new 

Progressive era for WI will be led by youth 

and BIPOC and I look forward to helping! 

 

No response received. 

 


