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Renée Millard Matthew Reed 

1. Please introduce 

yourself and explain 

why you are 

running. 

 

Hello, my name is Renée Millard. I am 

running for Appleton City Council in 

District 8. I am running for council for 

the most part to act as a conduit of 

communication. Engaging residents in 

city government is crucial to us finding 

the best solutions for our community. 

My priorities include health and our arts 

& culture economy. 

 

As of this posting, no 

responses were received 

from this candidate. 

2. What is the City 

of Appleton doing—

and what should we 

be doing to control 

and mitigate the 

effects of the Corona 

virus? 

The Appleton Health Department has 

plans in place for events such as this. 

The Health Department is 

communicating best practices to city 

departments and citizens alike. We have 

seen communication from Appleton 

City Hall, Health Department, Police 

Department, Fire Department and all 

major city departments. As a private 

citizen I have witnessed the city support 

“Safer at Home.” I am in absolute 

agreement with this support. I would 

like to see more community resources 

shared from the city level. We will 

thrive as a community the more we 

come together as one. I would like to 

see the city take proactive steps in 

supporting this. We have information 

about the pandemic and its spread. Now 

we must create opportunities to ensure 

our neighbors survive this both 

physically and fiscally. Not everyone 

will communicate the same way, which 

is why it is imperative that we 

communicate diversely as a diverse 

community. 

 

 

3. What adjustments 

should the city make 

to adapt to the 

With the creation of the Climate Change 

and Mitigation Task Force the City of 

Appleton has already taken a proactive 

 



changes in 

climate—the 

increase in number 

and severity of 

storms- storm 

damage, heat waves, 

etc.—in terms of 

things like 

infrastructure, 

budget impacts, 

department 

headcount and 

emergency 

preparedness? What 

is your position 

about developing a 

climate 

preparedness and 

resilience plan in 

light of the 

increasing 

frequency of severe 

weather events? 

 

stance on climate change. We must 

study the science and data to make 

plans. Our world is changing and we 

must change with it. Exploration of 

ways to make any adjustments 

sustainable will be a must. Having a plan 

in place gives us the structure we need 

to make changes but allowing that plan 

to be flexible as new information 

becomes available is important as well. 

Our world is changing so must our 

solutions. 

 

4.What adjustments 

should the city make 

to accommodate for 

changes in 

transportation to 

encourage cleaner, 

more economical, 

public, 

technological driven 

advances on the 

horizon (like electric 

cars)?  What is your 

vision? 

 

By creating more access to bicycle lanes, 

public transit and pedestrian walkways 

we are not only impacting our climate but 

also the health of our city. As someone 

who has not owned a car for the better 

part of the last 5 years I have experience 

navigating our city without one. It is 

possible but needs to be improved and 

encouraged. I would ask that we all take a 

day to experience life without a car. 

Through that experience and studying a 

recently completed transit study we will 

find what our next solutions will be. 

 

 

5.What is the 

importance of the 

Diversity 

Coordinator 

position to the city—

why do you 

support/not support 

that role? 

 

 

I unequivocally support the Diversity 

and Inclusion Coordinator position in 

the city. Just like government itself, 

diversity and inclusion is complex. 

We need experts to guide the city and 

provide checks and guidelines within 

city government to ensure that we 

grow as an inclusive community. 

 

From the Diversity and Inclusion 

Facebook page: 

 



“Together we utilize strategies 

executed through culturally competent 

leadership, technically skilled teams, 

and engaged individuals who feel 

valued and respected for their ideas, 

experiences, and backgrounds.” 

 

6.Have you taken 

the Dignity & 

Respect Pledge and 

have you 

participated in any 

of the initiatives of 

the City of 

Appleton’s Diversity 

& Inclusion Office? 

I had not taken the Dignity & Respect 

Pledge until this question. I then 

discovered that you can take it online 

at: 

https://dignityandrespect.org/appleton/ 

 

I am proud to have taken the pledge: 

“I will do my part to make our world a 

better place by treating everyone with 

dignity and respect.” 

 

 

7.What can you do 

to encourage better 

voter turnout in 

Appleton?  Are you 

willing to increase 

early voting hours to 

increase voter 

turnout? 

 

A goal of my campaign that I have since 

had to adjust was to reach every single 

residence in District 8. I believe that 

through active acknowledgment and 

encouragement of our resident’s voices 

that we will increase voter turnout. If it 

is shown that an increase in early voting 

hours increases voter turnout then I 

support it. More voices equal more 

solutions. 

 

 

8.What do you see 

as the role of private 

Early Childhood 

Education and Care 

in economic growth 

and stability? 

 

The more support we offer the workers 

in Appleton then the more attractive 

Appleton is as a community to raise a 

family and operate a business. We need 

to continue studying the needs of 

workers and how to create solutions for 

those needs to expand opportunities for 

current and future city residents and 

businesses. 

 

 

 

9.Do you believe 

that strong 

neighborhoods -- 

where citizens are 

actively engaged in 

enhancing quality of 

life -- are a 

backbone of our 

I do believe that strong neighborhoods 

are a backbone of our community. 

Appleton offers a neighborhood 

program to foster relationships between 

the city and that neighborhood. I would 

like to see this program more accessible 

and inclusive. We can do that through 

better communication of its existence. 

 

https://dignityandrespect.org/appleton/


community?  And if 

so, what specific 

increased 

investments will 

your administration 

make in supporting 

the launch and 

development of 

effective 

neighborhood 

organizations? 

 

You can find more about the current 

Neighborhood Progam here: 

https: //www.appleton.org/residents/ 

neighborhood-program 

 

 

10.What is your 

position regarding 

Senior or 

Community 

Centers?  The 

surrounding cities 

have Senior Centers 

that are funded by 

the city and / or 

county.  (i.e. 

Oshkosh, Fond du 

Lac, Green Bay, 

Menasha, etc.) 

 

Any opportunity that we have to come 

together as a community is an important 

one. Community centers can become 

the hub of disseminating information. If 

we have the opportunity to 

communicate in a meaningful way 

outside of the internet then we need to 

explore that. While the internet is an 

amazing tool, I would like us to 

continue to create meaningful, in-

person interaction within our 

community. This interaction can take 

place in a community center, a library 

or perhaps another combination of 

services found under one roof. 

 

 

11.Besides media 

reports, how 

knowledgeable are 

you with the 

negotiations with 

US Ventures, 

relocating city hall 

and new library 

proposal, and any 

other major projects 

that the city is 

involved in?  What 

is your stance on 

these issues? 

 

I know what the general public knows 

regarding the US Venture project.  I 

support bringing employers to the city 

and am always in favor of finding ways 

to do so that benefit all parties. 

 

I support the need for a new library.  Our 

library provides many services to our 

community ad will need space to grow 

and change as our needs do.  A library is 

central to a community’s ability to 

provide information and services to all.  

The information accessible within those 

walls seems infinite and if you can not 

find it, just ask a librarian. 

 

12. Appleton has a 

thriving arts 

community. What do 

you see as the value 

of this and what do 

you see as the city’s 

With a thriving arts & culture economy 

the city can take advantage to build 

tourism dollars. The more art, music 

and events related will make Appleton a 

hub within Northeast Wisconsin for the 

arts. No matter your personal opinion on 

 

https://www.appleton.org/residents/neighborhood-program
https://www.appleton.org/residents/neighborhood-program


role in supporting 

the arts? 

 

the sculpture known as “The 

Collective,” it has brought us even more 

notoriety as an arts community. I have 

seen many photos, posts and visits that 

have been a direct result of it. When 

someone from elsewhere visits us for 

this purpose, they also spend money 

within our community. I am for building 

upon this and call for an increase in art, 

music and other initiatives that create 

space for expression and representation. 

 

 


