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1. Please introduce 

yourself and explain 

why you are running. 

 

a. Hi! I am Dominic ☺ 

b. I am running for Appleton City 

Council because I feel we need to do 

more to help Appleton’s growing 

Homeless population. I also feel we 

need to resolve the US Venture and 

Public Library Projects. 

My name is Michael Smith. I am 

running for Appleton’s 10th 

Aldermanic District because I believe 

the district needs better 

communication, visual representation 

and experience. The current council is 

losing some very experienced council 

members. With the large projects 

going on, US Venture, the Library and 

others, representing District 10 from 

2004-14 brings solid experienced 

representation.  

2. What is the City of 

Appleton doing—and 

what should we be 

doing to control and 

mitigate the effects of 

the Corona virus? 

a. In times of crisis, the City’s 

greatest value is the ability to 

effectively communicate with its 

citizens so that they can make 

informed decisions on how best 

to protect themselves and their 

loved ones. 

b. The City’s best course of action 

is to follow CDC 

recommendations, monitor the 

situation as it develops, and be 

sure to disseminate information 

to its residents as soon as it 

becomes available. 

The city is following both the 

Governors “Safer at Home” order and 

the Fed. Guide lines on practicing 

Social Distancing. The question is 

what are we as citizens doing to protect 

and control the spread?  

 

3. What adjustments 

should the city make 

to adapt to the 

changes in climate—

the increase in 

number and severity 

of storms- storm 

damage, heat waves, 

etc.—in terms of 

things like 

infrastructure, budget 

impacts, department 

headcount and 

emergency 

It is undeniable that climate patterns 

are changing and that each of us 

have an impact on the world we live 

in. Government alone cannot solve 

this problem, but it can certainly 

raise awareness to the issue and 

model best practices for its citizens 

to emulate. I believe that 

informational campaigns in addition 

to implementing more sustainable 

practices would be the best place to 

start and build off of. 

 

Appleton has already adopted plans to 

decrease its carbon footprint. If the city 

and tax payer wanted to commit to it 

more, the city could stop using asphalt 

for less traveled streets and commit to 

only concrete. That would reflect the 

suns heat in summer and reduce the 

absorption of heat into our streets 

raising the temperature.  We could also 

commit to less salt on the roads in the 

winter and use a more costly 

alternative to melt the ice and snow.  

The city has committed to bees, trees 

and bike lanes and I believe some of 



preparedness? What 

is your position about 

developing a climate 

preparedness and 

resilience plan in 

light of the increasing 

frequency of severe 

weather events? 

the city vehicles already use alternative 

fuels.  

 

4.What adjustments 

should the city make 

to accommodate for 

changes in 

transportation to 

encourage cleaner, 

more economical, 

public, technological 

driven advances on 

the horizon (like 

electric cars)?  What 

is your vision? 

 

I am a strong believer that local 

government should incentivize 

positive behaviors. When examining 

this issue through that lens, we need 

to do a better job of rewarding 

citizens that choose to ride bikes, 

own electric vehicles, and utilize 

public transportation. As an 

example, we could easily reduce or 

eliminate the Wheel Tax for owners 

of Electric Vehicles or Valley 

Transit riders who purchase an 

Annual Pass (Which doesn’t exist, 

yet). Our city continues to grow and 

so does its density which means 

fewer parking spaces and more road 

congestion. A judicious City Council 

would be wise to examine this issue 

sooner rather than later.  

 

Valley transit has for years have been 

wanting to make a connection between 

Oshkosh (already done) and Greenbay, 

but it has been hampered by the state. 

Trying to get the politics out of 

Madison would be a big step. I know 

when I asked both Steve Wieckert and 

then Penny Bernard Schaber, I had 

been told politics was the obstacle. 

 

The city could look at better switch 

times at intersections where traffic is 

lighter than other times of the day. 

Again, the city as an extensive bike 

lane program. 

 

As far as the rest of the question, the 

market place will determine what 

direction the city and its people will 

move.  

5.What is the 

importance of the 

Diversity 

Coordinator position 

to the city—why do 

you support/not 

support that role? 

 

A diversity coordinator is essential to 

ensuring Appleton remains an 

inclusive community that is an 

attractive relocation option to people 

from all walks of life. As Appleton 

continues to grow, it will 

undoubtedly become more diverse 

and the perspective of the Diversity 

Coordinator during the formation of 

citywide policies will become 

increasingly valuable. 

 

I was on council when the position was 

brought by the mayor and council 

approved it. My thought is that this 

position would work with the 

Hispanic, Hmong and African 

American citizens. I did not see that 

our coordinator at that time was 

working much in that area and was 

disappointed. However, I saw our 

current coordinator at a middle school 

giving a talk on how not to be a bully 

and I thought that was great. If this 

position is focused on being fully 

inclusive then there is a benefit.  

6.Have you taken the 

Dignity & Respect 

Pledge and have you 

participated in any of 

the initiatives of the 

City of Appleton’s 

Diversity & Inclusion 

Office? 

I have not, but I see Karen Nelson 

regularly enough through our work 

on the 2020 US Census that the next 

time I see her I will have to ask her 

to administer the Pledge. 

 

No. I was raised to respect everyone 

and treat them as I would like them to 

treat me. 



7.What can you do to 

encourage better 

voter turnout in 

Appleton?  Are you 

willing to increase 

early voting hours to 

increase voter 

turnout? 

 

The best method to increase voter 

turnout in Appleton for the 

upcoming election is to raise 

awareness to Absentee Voting. 

Recent world events have created a 

scenario in which Appleton Voters 

may be reluctant to show up to their 

polling place. Social distancing and 

Voting do not have to be mutually 

exclusive choices if people 

understand how to Vote via 

Absentee Ballot. I certainly support 

raising awareness to Absentee 

Voting before I would support 

expanding voting hours. 

That is a question I’ve asked for years 

and have found no answer. As a Social 

Study’s teacher, I know one’s vote is 

one of the most precious things we 

have in our nation. That is how true 

change happens. No. I see no need to 

have early voting hours. There are 

ample opportunities to vote. 

 

8.What do you see as 

the role of private 

Early Childhood 

Education and Care 

in economic growth 

and stability? 

 

Our children are the future of our 

community. If we do this right, they 

will be our future educators, business 

owners, and politicians because they 

will choose to stay here as a result of 

an abundance of opportunities. When 

we investment in our school system 

we are indirectly making an 

investment in the future labor pool. 

The more skilled that pool is, the 

more attractive our community will 

be for businesses that are in need of 

skilled labor. I am raising 3 children 

in Appleton and view educating our 

children as a top priority. 

I don’t view private education as a city 

issue other than the statutes and 

inspections of the facilities. I’m more 

concerned on the dropping of public-

school ratings and why some districts 

are happy with just a passing grade?  

 

9.Do you believe that 

strong neighborhoods 

-- where citizens are 

actively engaged in 

enhancing quality of 

life -- are a backbone 

of our 

community?  And if 

so, what specific 

increased investments 

will your 

administration make 

in supporting the 

launch and 

development of 

effective 

neighborhood 

organizations? 

 

Neighbors make the Neighborhood. 

Whether you live in the poorest or 

most expensive neighborhood in 

town, the relationships you form 

with your neighbors will impact your 

quality of life. Smart neighborhoods 

have realized this and begun forming 

groups such as the West Appleton 

Neighborhood Group in an effort to 

promote those relationships to 

ultimately improve the quality of life 

within a neighborhood. I believe that 

the city should collaborate with these 

groups when able and encourage the 

formation of such groups in areas of 

the City that do not yet have them. 

 

 

Yes, strong neighborhoods know one 

another, they help to keep crime down 

and are is great area to raise kids.  

 

When I was alderman the Parks Dept. 

wanted to remove Linwood Park’s 

baseball diamond, tennis and 

basketball courts and replace them 

with walkways. I worked hard for 

council support to stop the change. 

They are still there and recently 

upgraded. Linwood with all that it has 

is an important leisure neighborhood 

park. 

 

We have investments in our 

neighborhood like the Neighborhood 

Watch Groups the West Neighborhood 

Community Revitalization Project and 

the city has programs to help fix up 



homes to keep the neighborhood 

looking nice. 

10.What is your 

position regarding 

Senior or Community 

Centers?  The 

surrounding cities 

have Senior Centers 

that are funded by the 

city and / or 

county.  (i.e. 

Oshkosh, Fond du 

Lac, Green Bay, 

Menasha, etc.) 

Shared community spaces (Senior 

Centers or Community Centers) 

generally benefit everyone within a 

community either directly or 

indirectly. Many communities have 

growing segments of elderly citizens 

and local governments have an 

obligation to support them.  

 

I enjoyed the Thompson Center when 

it was here and so did those that 

partook of it. I am not aware of the 

specifics of Menasha and the other 

cities or counties as to how they are 

funding their centers. It would be 

worth investigating to see how they are 

doing it. 

 

11.Besides media 

reports, how 

knowledgeable are 

you with the 

negotiations with US 

Ventures, relocating 

city hall and new 

library proposal, and 

any other major 

projects that the city 

is involved in?  What 

is your stance on 

these issues? 

 

I have been following these issues 

very closely. I have spoken with 

current and former City officials and 

am prepared to address these matters 

the first day I take office. Although I 

am optimistic the US Venture project 

will get done, The City of Appleton 

must also be prepared to walk away 

if both sides can’t come to terms. 

Appleton has existed for 100+ years 

without US Venture and I am 

confident it will exist for another 

100+ years without it if that’s what 

happens. Appleton also needs a new 

Public Library. The current facility is 

inefficient, costly, and inadequate for 

the needs of the city. The City 

produced only one plan of action that 

has been met with heavy resistance 

as result of cost and logistics. The 

city needs to provide the citizens of 

Appleton with more than 1 option 

and I would suggest looking at 

Wisconsin Avenue.  

 

I know what is in the paper and on the 

news. I have never liked the city first 

contributing to help a project get going 

like the Convention Center and then 

end up owning it. Seems this pattern is 

happening again with US Venture now 

wanting the city to own the below 

ground parking lot. This is why I want 

to represent the district. We need 

people that are not afraid to say no 

when the business ask is greater than 

the taxpayer’s benefit. I’m not sure we 

are in that process, but as the terms are 

changed so must be the discussion and 

negotiations.  

  

Moving city hall has been looked at for 

many years. When and if it moves will 

be a major undertaking. If the news is 

correct the library may not get Soldier 

Square, but it’s early to know for sure. 

With the move to the Cloud and 

electronics, storage maybe an issue for 

the library, so I’m not fully convinced 

it needs a larger space.   

12. Appleton has a 

thriving arts 

community. What do 

you see as the value 

of this and what do 

you see as the city’s 

role in supporting the 

arts? 

 

Appleton’s dedication to the arts 

serves as a great source of 

inspiration for all members who live 

here. I have no doubt that there will 

be future musicians, thespians, and 

playwrights who will recall 

childhood memories of the Mile of 

Music or seeing Wicked for the first 

time at the PAC. The City should 

continue to promote the Arts by 

ensuring city ordinances or 

permitting requirements do not 

Someone once said art is in the eye of 

the beholder. I’ve seen, in my opinion, 

some head scratchers and junk called 

art. But art is important and the city 

does have a role in stimulating good 

cultural pieces of work, either on 

canvas, stone, wall, metal and 

sidewalk. I would say we need a better 

mix of the selectors of what goes on 

display to get a wider breadth of taste 

and community.  



hinder events or create unintentional 

obstacles.   
 

 


