
League of Women Voters of Appleton 
Annual Meeting 

Monday, May 21, 2018 
The Grand Meridian – Appleton, Wisconsin 

 
Those in attendance were:  
 

1 Karen Bachhuber 

2 Shirley Strange 

3 Sue Hopfensperger 

4 Barbara Kelly 

5 Penny Robinson 

6 Marti Hemwall 

7 Kathie Gribble 

8 Dave Strange 

9 Nadine Miller 

10 Gayle Hardt 

11 Stephanie Malaney 

12 Jessica Thiel 

13 Elizabeth Laux 

14 MaryBeth Laux 

15 Helen Nagler 

16 Jean Hoehn 

17 Dottie LeClair 

18 Maren Peterson 

19 Sara Companik 

20 Amanda Stuck 

21 Marianne Levin 

22 Cathy Thompson 

23 Cindy Fallona 

24 Claire Whelan 

25 Jeanne Roberts 

26 Jacqui  Klimaszewski 

27 Barb Dorzweiler 

28 Sue  Eich 

29 Sue Silton 

30 Jerry  Roberts 

31 Irene Strohbeen 

32 Marcia  Hittle 

33 Deedee Jansen 

34 Karen  Nelson 

35 Kim Scheidermayer 

36 Tina Kleckner 



The Annual Meeting was called to order at 6:45 p.m. by President Jeanne Roberts. There was a quorum 
sufficient for all action items. She introduced Shirley Strange as the Parliamentarian. She announced the 
meeting would be following Roberts Rules.  
 
Maren Peterson moved and Irene Strobheen seconded the adoption of the agenda as presented. There 
was no discussion.  All in favor. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The minutes from the May 18, 2017 Annual Meeting having been read, Barb Kelly moved and Jacqui 
Klimaszewski seconded approval of the 2017 meeting minutes. There was no discussion. All in favor. The 
motion passed unanimously. President Roberts asked for volunteers as Readers for the 2018 Annual 
Meeting Minutes, and they are Marti Hemwall, Maren Peterson, and Gayle Hardt.  
 
President’s Report: Jeanne Roberts stated her report was a lengthy one, and briefly shared that though 
membership is dropping nationwide, the Appleton League’s membership is up by 30% over the past year 
because of all the hard work the current Board and Membership Committee have undertaken. She 
thanked everyone for attending the Annual Meeting and expressed her appreciation of the presence of 
our elected officials, Representative Amanda Stuck, Nadine Miller of the County Board of Supervisors, 
and Karen Nelson, Diversity Coordinator for Appleton. The President’s Report starts on Page 7 of the 
meeting packet. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Karen Bachhuber reported though the Appleton League is under budget, we did 
spend money on two items that had not been included in the budget: the new Appleton League website 
and new nametags for the Membership.  
As of April 30, 2018 we had a total of $23,054.12 in our checking account and a CD. The Treasurer’s 
Report is on page 9 and 10 of the meeting packet. 
 
Budget Presentation:  The Budget Committee worked to make the budget more nearly reflect actual 
costs this year.  There are often in-kind donations which is why it looks as if we are not spending what 
we budget.  We want to make sure that we have enough budgeted to cover any of those donations if 
they do not come in.  The website will be an annual expense, not including the start-up costs.  Money 
was used for new member badges.  A motion was made by Sara Companik and seconded by Gayle  
Hardt to move some of our funds into the Membership Program.   
 
 
Membership Report: Elizabeth Laux reported there were currently 81 members in the Appleton League, 
all in various stages of involvements. She thanked Shirley Strange, Cindy Fallona, Sara Companik, Jeanne 
Roberts, and Renee Gralewicz of the Membership Committee for all their diligent work in putting 
together social gatherings and establishing a member packet for new and veteran League Members. The 
Membership Report is on page 13 of the meeting packet. 
 
Readoption of Local Positions: Jeanne Roberts asked for re-adoption of local positions.  Sara moved and  
Gayle seconded.  All were in favor. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Local Study Program: Stephaney Malaney discussed the Local Education Study currently taking place. 
She, along with Jacqui Klimaszewski, and Gayle Hardt studied the issues and had concerns with the 
language and decided to put the issues into four categories. They will be writing their program from 
there and will have an outline and hopefully will conclude the study by next year. 
 



Helen Nagler presented a report on the Juvenile Justice Review. The committee completed a lot of 
research and realized the old position cannot be fixed and a new study needs to be undertaken from the 
beginning. She stressed the importance of this issue concerning today’s youth and feels it is a timely 
study. Irene Strobheen spoke to what Helen Nagler said and suggested the Appleton League take on the 
Juvenile Study in addition to the education studies the League currently has. Marti Hemwall called for a 
motion and it was seconded by Helen Nagler. All were in favor. The motion passed unanimously. The 
program will begin immediately with Helen Nagler as the Chair. The Committee Members are Sara 
Companik, Miriam Douglas, Beth English, Gayle Hardt, Mary Beth Laux, Jeanne Roberts and Helen 
Nagler, Marti Hemwall. 
 
 
 
Adoption of Budget:  
 
Under the Budget presentation, a motion was made by Sara Companik and seconded by Gayle  Hardt to 
move some of our funds into the Membership Program. Marti Hemwall  raised the question of how we 
can do fundraising when we don’t have a plan for using our excess money each year, and asked whether 
there should be a policy. There are no set rules to use the significant amount of money we have. The 
budget was set up to be realistic, as if we do not receive in-kind help. This is practical but because we 
are receiving in-kind donations without people reporting  them our treasury continues to grow. Gayle 
Hardt raised the question of how the League handles in-kind donations in the budget. People who make 
in-kind donations need to record them. Generally, everyone agreed these were good questions. The 
motion carried, and the budget was adopted. All were in favor to make sure in-kind donations were 
recorded by filling out the proper forms so the membership understands the reality of the budget. 
 
Presentation of the Slate of Officers, Directors, Nominating Committee:  Sara Companik of the 
Nomination Committee was honored to present this year’s Slate of Officers due to Shirley Strange filling 
in at the last minute for the parliamentarian who was unexpectedly unavailable. 
 
Nominated for 2-year terms: 
 
Irene Strobheen – Vice President of Programs 
Karen Bachhuber - Treasurer 
Elizabeth Laux – Director 
Sue Hopfensperger - Director 
Jessica Thiel - Director 
 
Continuing Officers 
 
Jeanne Roberts - President 
Jacqui Klimeszewski – 1st Vice President, Voter Services 
Luann Graf - Secretary 
Maren Peterson - Director 
Cindy Fallona - Director 
 
Sara Companik asked for nominations from the floor. There were no nominations and Helen Nagler 
called the question to close the nominations. Helen Nagler moved and Marti Hemwall seconded that the 



Nominating Committee Slate of Officers be approved. All were in favor, and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Nomination Committee for 2019-2020 are Barbara Kelly, Penny Robinson, and Chair, Beth English. 
 
Other Business: Penny Robinson, Legislative Director, and Barb Dorzweiler are stepping down from their 
positions. They were gratefully thanked for their service and hard work and willingness to  remain 
involved with the Appleton League. 
 
The Natural Resources Director position will be eliminated and an adhoc committee of League members 
will take on those responsibilities. Marti Hemwall asked whether eliminating this board position signaled 
a change in the League’s commitment to the environment.  Jeanne Roberts responded that the Board 
felt it could incorporate this priority in the remaining board positions. 
 
An adhoc Advisory Committee for Diversity was established and includes Karen Nelson, Renee 
Gralewicz, Irene Strohbeen, and Penny Robinson. The goal is to make sure we are a welcoming League 
and diversity is encouraged. 
 
Jeanne Roberts asked for volunteers to begin planning the 100th anniversary celebration and 
encouraged people to sign up on the volunteer lists on the tables. She also corrected the dates of the 
League social to July, rather the June as listed. 
 
Making Democracy Work: Shirley Strange announced the League will start awarding not only an adult, 
but also a youth award. The Committee is currently developing a questionnaire geared towards younger 
people. The questionnaire will be going out to people in the community who work with youth. 
 
Advice to the Board: From Penny Robinson: “Take care of yourselves and continue to have fun!” 
 
Annual Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Elizabeth Laux 


