
Books and Articles Recommended by the League of Women Voters 

Diversity Committee 

All the Real Indians Died Off, Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 

The book takes the reader through 20 Myths About Native Americans including the myth, All the 

Real Indians Died Off. 

All Our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life, Winona LaDuke 

This non-fiction book by acclaimed Native environmental activist Winona LaDuke is a thoughtful 

and in-depth account of Native resistance to environmental and cultural degradation. LaDuke’s 

unique understanding of Native ideas and people is born from long years of experience and her 

analysis is deepened with inspiring testimonies by local Native activists sharing the struggle for 

survival. 

An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, Roxanne          
Dunbar-Ortiz 

An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States, Dunbar-Ortiz adroitly challenges the 

founding myth of the United States and shows how policy against the Indigenous peoples was 

colonialist and designed to seize the territories of the original inhabitants, displacing or eliminating 

them. 

Asian American Dreams, Helen Zia 

Irene Strohbeen says, “the best book I’ve read about the history of Asian-Americans in the US as 

well as the struggles of a young Asian-American teenager growing up in a white majority 

neighborhood. What happened to Vincent Chin was the equivalent of a lynching. Learn about 

Vincent Chin on the internet, and be sure to read the book. 

Biased: Uncovering the Hidden Prejudice That Shapes What We See, 

Think, and Do, Jennifer Eberhardt (2019) 

Boston Globe OpEd Article by Barbara Smith “The Problem is White 

Supremacy” Updated June 30, 2020 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/06/29/opinion/problem-is-white-
supremacy/?s_campaign=breakingnews:newsletter  
 

Caste:The Origins of Our Discontents Isabel Wilkerson (2020) (496 pages) 

Wilkerson explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories about real 

people, how American today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste system, 

a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. 
What I (Renee Gralewicz) like most about the book are the metaphors Wilkerson presents. The 

most vivid one is where she describes the US culture as a house we inherited. It’s an old house 

with many problems and some with the foundation. None of us built the house, but we inheritors 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/06/29/opinion/problem-is-white-supremacy/?s_campaign=breakingnews:newsletter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/06/29/opinion/problem-is-white-supremacy/?s_campaign=breakingnews:newsletter


need to fix the house so that it lasts another 200+years. Ignoring the problems will not fix the 

house; we need to repair the structure for future generations. Also, it’s an Oprah Winfrey book 

club selection. https://www.goodreads.com/topic/show/21648994-discussion-of-caste-by-isabel-

wilkerson and https://www.facebook.com/Oprahs-Book-Club-117520086297996  

“It should be on the top of every American’s reading list.” Chicago Tribune 

 

From Here to Equality: Reparations for Black Americans in the Twenty-

First Century,  Andrea Kirsten Mullen and William A. Darity Jr. 

Racism and discrimination have choked economic opportunity for African Americans at nearly 

every turn. At several historic moments, the trajectory of racial inequality could have been altered 

dramatically. Perhaps no moment was more opportune than the early days of Reconstruction, 

when the U.S. government temporarily implemented a major redistribution of land from former 

slaveholders to the newly emancipated enslaved. But neither Reconstruction nor the New Deal 

nor the civil rights struggle led to an economically just and fair nation. Today, systematic 

inequality persists in the form of housing discrimination, unequal education, police brutality, mass 

incarceration, employment discrimination, and massive wealth and opportunity gaps. Economic 

data indicates that for every dollar the average white household holds in wealth the average black 

household possesses a mere ten cents. 

 

Harvest of Empire, Juan Gonzalez   

 A History of Latinos in America, a very readable, engaging social history of crucial points 

connecting Latin America to the United States. 

Highway of Tears, Jessica McDiarmid 

A true story of racism, indifference, and the pursuit of justice for Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls, thoroughly researched. Through extensive interviews with the 

victims’ friends and families, McDiarmid provides an intimate account of each person—their 

personality, hobbies, aspirations—ensuring they’re viewed as three-dimensional individuals. 

McDiarmid also weaves in haunting statistics highlighting the injustice of each loss. Jane 

Huan 

How To Be An Antiracist, Ibram X. Kendi 

Ibram X. Kenki helps us rethink our most deeply held beliefs about race, color, culture, IQ, group 

behavior, and he reexamines the policies and systems we support. This book is for anyone who 

wants to go beyond an awareness of racism to the next step of contributing to the formation of a 

truly just and equitable society.  

 

Indian Nations of Wisconsin Patty Loew (2001) 

Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and Birth of the FBI, 

David Grann (2017) 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/topic/show/21648994-discussion-of-caste-by-isabel-wilkerson
https://www.goodreads.com/topic/show/21648994-discussion-of-caste-by-isabel-wilkerson
https://www.facebook.com/Oprahs-Book-Club-117520086297996


 Latinas, Eloisa Gomez 

Gomez shares the powerful narratives of 25 activists—from outspoken demonstrators to 

collaborative community-builders to determined individuals working for change behind the 

scenes—providing proof of the long-standing legacy of Latina activism throughout Wisconsin. 

Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World, and 

Become a Good Ancestor, Layla F. Saad. (2020) 

 
Layla Sadd self-described as an East African and Middle Eastern Black woman,  
a Muslim woman, a British citizen challenges white people to confront white 
supremacy. A League members describes the book as “a good resource for 
white people with reflective journaling prompts after each chapter. This journaling 
and sharing process helps us become aware of the depth of internalized white 
supremacy that usually begins in childhood. The book will help transform your 
behavior that is complicit in the racist system. 
Saad uses a process with group participation called The Circe Way which helps 
us heal our old stories to make new ones that lead to different actions for 
creating a better world. The author is motivated by a strong desire to be a better 
ancestor for generations to come.” 

 

Stamped From The Beginning, Ibram X. Kendi  (2016) 

A truly remarkable book. If you are struggling to understand why we are where we are today 

regarding racism, this book answers all of your questions. Why does Kendi say that racism is not 

produced by ignorant, hateful people? Who then? 

“I honestly wish every American would read this book, especially people who haven’t been 

exposed to the history of blatant, transparent racism in our public policy.” Chicago Review of 

Books 

“An altogether remarkable thesis on history,” The Stranger 

“Self-proclaimed as a definitive history of racist ideas in the United States, this exhaustive, 

encyclopedic opus lives up to the claim. Kendi’s mighty tome is breathtaking in its scope…Both 

worthwhile and extraordinary…Essential”  CHOICE 

 

 

Stamped – Racism, Antiracism, and You, Jason Reynolds, Ibram X. Kendi 
(2020) 

Ibram Kendi writes in the introduction to Stamped that the book is a remix of his book, Stamped 

From the Beginning. Where Stamped From the Beginning is a masterpiece of  racist history from 

its beginnings in the 1400s to today, Reynolds makes Kendi’s history accessible, especially to 

adolescents. But it serves all of us as an entry to Kendi’s book and as a summary of Kendi’s book 

for those of us who have already read it.  

  



 

Tears We Cannot Stop, Michael Eric Dyson (2017) 

Dyson, a professor of sociology at Georgetown University is also an ordained minister. It is the 

role of minister that Dyson assumes in this book for his “sermon.” The book is structured as a 

religious service, and the call is “a plea, a cry, a sermon, from my heart to yours,” because “what 

I need to say can only be said as a sermon,” one in which he preaches that “we must return to the 

moral and spiritual foundations of our country and grapple with the consequences of our original 

sin.” Original sin: white privilege and black subjugation. 

 

The Debt: What America Owes to Blacks, Randall Robinson (2001) (272 pages)  

The Debt is an outstanding and profound book. Randall Robinson is an exceptional writer who 

brings scholarship and poetic prose together in a brilliant analysis of racism in the United States. 

His analysis is spot-on and totally convincing. And his arguments for reparations are irrefutable! 

What ghastly revelations Mr. Robinson reveals to the reader of this magnificent book. Highly 

recommended reading, especially for white people, of which I am one. This is not only a great 

book about racism - I would consider it one of the great books of contemporary American 

Literature. I look forward to reading Mr. Robinson's other books and learning more about the 

Trans-Africa organization. What I (Renee) like about this book is that he traces contemporary 

corporations back in time demonstrating real economic profits of slavery.  

 

The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: Native America From 1890 to the 

Present,  David Treuer (2019) 

Indian history is often taught to young Americans as an unmitigated tragedy. The once 

proud stewards of the Americas being gradually decimated by disease and conquest.  

Treuer wishes to revise the image of the Indian, long prevalent in American literature as 

the Vanishing American, a race so compromised by disease, war, and intermarriage that it 

is destined to disappear. His perspective is one of Native American resiliency and 

survival. “This book,” Treuer writes, “is adamantly, unashamedly, about Indian life rather 

than Indian death.” Deedee Janssen, League members says: This book revealed to me that I 

know almost nothing about the history of Native Americans. Treuer’s book includes beautiful 

descriptions of the environments and cultures of the earliest Native Americans. 

The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir, Kao Kalia Yang 

A young Hmong woman tells the true story of her grandmother's struggles to bring her family out 

of war-torn Laos to a new homeland in America. 

The Untold Story of Women of Color in the League of Women Voters, 

Carolyn Jefferson Jenkins 

Women of color have always made significant contributions to women’s suffrage and the 

women’s movements, their contributions, particularly as they relate to the League of Women 

Voters have been marginalized and relegated to the footnotes of the organization’s history. 

 



The Warmth of Other Suns, Isabel Wilkerson 

The Epic Story of American's Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson is the story of the migration 

of southern blacks to the urban areas of the North and West in hopes of finding a better life for 

themselves and their families. Deeply moving insight into the suppression of Black Americans. 

Unsettling Truths: The Ongoing, Dehumanizing Legacy of the Doctrine of 

Discovery, Mark Charles 

Injustice has plagued American society for centuries. And we cannot move toward being a more 

just nation without understanding the root causes that have shaped our culture and institutions. In 

this prophetic blend of history, theology, and cultural commentary, Mark Charles and Soong-

Chan Rah reveal the far-reaching, damaging effects of the "Doctrine of Discovery." 

 

Waking Up White, Debbie Irving 

Waking up White is a memoir of one white woman’s journey to discovering whiteness and 

understanding its impacts on people of color. On this journey the reader will follow her through 

the emotional path that winds between confusion, frustration, guilt, fear. 

 

We Want TO DO MORE Than Survive Abolitionist Teaching and the Pursuit of 

Educational Freedom, Bettina L. Love 

“This book is exactly what we need: a powerful indictment of our education system as an industry 

that robs dark children of their potential.” (Mandy Manning National Teacher of the Year). “This 

much-needed book is at once personal, analytic, poetic, exacting, and soaring. (Leigh Patel, author of 

Decolonizing Education Research). “Bettina Love has managed to write a book that is both a love song to 

our children and a potent weapon.” Robin D.G. Kelley author of Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical 

Imagination. 

 

White Fragility, Robin DiAngelo (2018) 

DiAngelo is an anti-racist educator, and she deftly illuminates in this book the phenomenon of 

white fragility-Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism. This book allows the 

reader to understand that racism is a practice that is not restricted to ‘bad’ people. 

You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey: Crazy Stories about Racism, 

Amber Ruffin and Lace Lamar (2021) 


