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12,000 Voices: Reading of ‘12 Angry Men’ by 12 impassioned women 
 
APPLETON - A cast of 12 women in leadership positions in the Fox Valley will lend their 
impassioned voices to the roles of jurors in a reading of the classic play, “12 Angry Men,” by 
Reginald Rose, at 3 p.m. April 6 at the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center in Appleton. 
 
The local reading is part of a nationwide effort that will have thousands of women participating 
in readings of “12 Angry Men” between April 5 and April 8.  
 
The League of Women Voters will partner with the project, providing an opportunity for 
attendees to register to vote or confirm their voter registration information at the event. 
 
The project locally is being spearheaded by Maria Van Laanen, president of the Fox Cities 
Performing Arts Center, and Kathy Privatt, the James G. Ethel M. Barber Professor of Theatre 
and Drama and associate professor of theater arts at Lawrence University, who will direct the 
production. 
 
The cast (it actually includes 13 women; 12 jurors and a guard) for the April 6 reading includes: 
 
Kimberly Barrett, vice president for diversity and inclusion and associate dean of faculty at 
Lawrence 
Becky Bartoszek, president and CEO of the Fox Cities Chamber 
Tracy Bauer, music director and teacher at Mishicot High School 
Lisa Cruz, president of Red Shoes PR 
Alison Fiebig, corporate communications manager of U.S. Venture 
Karen Laws, longtime community leader and philanthropist 
Lisa Malek of WFRV-TV 
Linda Morgan-Clement, the Julie Esch Hurvis Dean of Spiritual and Religious Life at Lawrence 
Karen Nelson, diversity coordinator for the City of Appleton 
Colleen Rortvedt, director of the Appleton Public Library 
Jennifer Stephany, executive director of Appleton Downtown Inc. 
Christina Turner, president of the Trout Museum of Art and the Building for the Arts. 
Maria Van Laanen, president of Fox Cities Performing Arts Center 
 
“12 Angry Men,” which debuted as a Broadway play 50 years after it was first released on the 
big screen, focuses on a single juror who stands up for a defendant he believes is about to be 
wrongfully convicted. The film was released in 1957, 16 years before the last of the 50 states 
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allowed women to serve on juries. The message is about embracing our responsibilities as 
citizens. 
 
“It’s about how we live our lives, and in this case, how we live our political lives,” Privatt said. 
“But in a completely nonpartisan way. We live in a democracy. That means that jury duty is 
important. It means that voting is important, that that’s part of being an American.” 
 
The ”12 Angry Men” reading, with an all-female cast, was first done in New York a year ago. It 
drew such a buzz that organizers floated the idea of stretching it across the country. 
 
“When I heard talk in New York about this program and what it achieved when it was done a 
year ago, and the fact that they were going to try to make it a nationwide effort, it just really 
rang true to me,” Van Laanen said. “It is so important that we understand that one voice does 
make a difference, and we need to make sure we are finding a place where we can speak our 
mind and yet be open to being influenced by other people. 
 
“And ‘12 Angry Men’ is a great example of that. You have 12 people with divergent views 
coming in and really working through, conversationally, how you discuss differing views, and 
then take that information and find a consensus.” 
 
What: “12 Angry Men,” a reading performed by 12 impassioned women, part of the nationwide 
12,000 Voices 
When: 3 p.m. Saturday, April 6 
Where: Kimberly-Clark Theatre in the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center, downtown Appleton 
Cost: Free (RSVP on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/events/400996640712037/ or at 
http://foxcitiespac.com/events-tickets/tickets/events/12,000-voices 
More information on 12,000 Voices: https://12000voices.com/ 
 
Interviews and media opportunities are available in the days leading up to the production or on 
the day of the production. 
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