
 

 Assembly District 3 
2020 Voter Guide on K-12 Public Education  

Wisconsin Constitution, Article X, Section 3  
“The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall be 
as nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for 
tuition to all children between the ages of 4 and 20 years; and no sectarian instruction shall 
be allowed therein;” 

 
Public education faces many ongoing challenges, many of which are compounded by the 
current health crisis:  

● Increased personnel expenses (educators, support, custodial, etc.) 
● Increased transportation costs 
● Access to broadband and other technology costs  
● Infrastructure adaptations, deep cleaning strategies 
● Quality virtual, in-person or hybrid learning opportunities 
● Equity issues (race, poverty, sexual orientation, civil liberties) 
● Private school voucher expansion 

 
 
 

K-12 Public Education Issues 

 

 
1. What legislative proposals would you support that provide for educational 

needs while protecting the health and safety of students, families, and staff? 

 

Ron Tusler (R) - https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/committees/assembly/1997.  This 
website contains my votes from the last Education Committee calendar.  Generally, I am in 
favor of increasing our Educational spending, especially within my own district.  As a former 
teacher, I am very aware of the importance of well-funded schools.  
 
Emily Voight (D) - For schools that are being held in person, they need to provide all PPE 
for their staff. Staff should not be responsible for acquiring potentially life saving equipment 
to safely do their jobs. If families can’t afford PPE, and classes are being held in person the 
school districts should supply them with it. For schools that are operating virtually, they 
need to ensure all students have chromebooks and internet access. Families that are 
unable to afford the internet should be given access to hotspots for free. 

 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/committees/assembly/1997


2. What legislative proposals do you support that ensure equity for ALL students, 
especially as school districts deal with challenges during the Coronavirus health 
crisis? 

Ron Tusler (R) - I am 100% behind true equality.  I don’t want anyone to get a preference 
or privilege over another.  When I taught in MPS as a student teacher, I was shocked by 
how few parents came to parent teacher conferences.  I’d love to find ways to increase 
parent involvement in our inner-city schools.  
 
Emily Voight (D) - We need to ensure technology and internet access to all students if they 
are required to attend school virtually. If schools are having in-person or hybrid attendance, 
the schools should be providing the students with masks or other PPE if the child’s family 
can’t afford to do so. We need to ensure that all students have access to meals if they 
qualify for free or reduced lunch, regardless if school is being held virtually or in-person or 
hybrid. If a family doesn’t have the transportation to obtain those meals, the meals should 
be delivered to them. 

 
 

3. The state special education reimbursement rate for public schools is currently at 
25%. It has been stagnant for ten years after having dropped from a high of 
nearly 70%. What level of reimbursement would you support for the public 
schools? For private school vouchers? 

 

Ron Tusler (R) - Our education system as a whole has received more than half of 
Wisconsin’s entire state budget during my two terms.  These were the most “kid-friendly” 
budgets in Wisconsin history.  I advocated for those budgets and contributed to them 
occurring.  I am in favor of school choice.  However, I do not want it to cost our public 
schools any money.   I want parents to have a choice.  And, I want their choice to be public 
schools because the quality of education is superior. 
 
Emily Voight (D) - We need to reimburse at a minimum rate of 60%. Special education 
students should not be treated unequally, which they currently are. Private schools using 
vouchers should have to reimburse at the same rate as public schools. Private schools that 
use vouchers don’t always accept children with special needs as a way to make their test 
scores look better. Private schools should have the same requirements as public schools if 
they accept voucher funding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Through private school vouchers, Wisconsin currently spends public funds on 
two parallel school systems, public and private. Given the stress on the state 
budget, how do you propose maintaining adequate funding for public schools, 
as mandated in the Wisconsin Constitution?  

 

Ron Tusler (R) - Now, is not the time to decrease our state educational budget.  We need 
more investment because our students will not be receiving the quality of education during 
a pandemic that they would receive normally.  
 
Emily Voight (D) - I believe we need to end the voucher program. Voucher schools get to 
pick and choose who they accept into their school to make their test scores higher, they 
also do not have the same standards or requirements for their teachers. Ending the 
voucher program would save the state a substantial amount of money. 

 
 

5. Public schools are accountable to the public.  What would you propose to 
ensure transparency and accountability in the private school voucher program? 

 

Ron Tusler (R) - There is already a great deal of transparency and accountability in our 
private school voucher programs.  And, there should be.  If those systems are deficient, 
than they need to shape up or ship out.  But, most private schools are doing an amazing 
job with less money.  
 
Emily Voight (D) - If private schools are going to accept voucher funding, they need to be 
100% transparent in every aspect of their operations. If they are unwilling to do so, they 
should no longer be given any aid. 

 
 
 
 


