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Wisconsin Constitution, Article X, Section 3  
“The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall be 
as nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for 
tuition to all children between the ages of 4 and 20 years; and no sectarian instruction shall 
be allowed therein;” 

 
Public education faces many ongoing challenges, many of which are compounded by the 
current health crisis:  

● Increased personnel expenses (educators, support, custodial, etc.) 
● Increased transportation costs 
● Access to broadband and other technology costs  
● Infrastructure adaptations, deep cleaning strategies 
● Quality virtual, in-person or hybrid learning opportunities 
● Equity issues (race, poverty, sexual orientation, civil liberties) 
● Private school voucher expansion 

 
 

K-12 Public Education Issues 

 
1. What legislative proposals would you support that provide for educational 

needs while protecting the health and safety of students, families, and staff? 
 

Rachael Cabral-Guevara (R) – No Response 
 
Dan Schierl (D) - I would support legislation providing safer learning in all school settings 
by implementing smaller class sizes with social distancing, limited hours, longer school 
year, and providing adequate PPE for staff, students and anyone coming into the building. 
For those learning virtually, being sure there is funding for those who might not normally 
have access to computers and internet at their home.  

2. What legislative proposals do you support that ensure equity for ALL students, 
especially as school districts deal with challenges during the Coronavirus health 
crisis? 

Rachael Cabral-Guevara (R) - No Response 
 
Dan Schierl (D) - We need to make sure all students have the access to online 
learning.  We need to continue offering lunches to virtual students previously done in spring 
into summer.  

 



3. The state special education reimbursement rate for public schools is currently at 
25%. It has been stagnant for ten years after having dropped from a high of 
nearly 70%. What level of reimbursement would you support for the public 
schools? For private school vouchers? 

 

Rachael Cabral-Guevara (R) - No Response 
 
Dan Schierl (D) - I would support getting the level back to where it was, at nearly 70%, 
even if it takes increments and a few years to get there.  I do not support any funding for 
private schools as that is a tax funded subsidy to mostly students who were already in the 
private system. Special education in private schools are not equal to that of the public 
school as they do not have to follow, nor the means to provide, as mandated at the federal 
level through the Free Appropriate Public Education Act, (FAPE) for full special education 
services. 

 
4. Through private school vouchers, Wisconsin currently spends public funds on 

two parallel school systems, public and private. Given the stress on the state 
budget, how do you propose maintaining adequate funding for public schools, 
as mandated in the Wisconsin Constitution?  

 

Rachael Cabral-Guevara (R) - No Response 
 
Dan Schierl (D) - I would support ending ALL tax funded subsidies to all private 
schools.  Public tax money should remain in public schools. 

 
 

5. Public schools are accountable to the public.  What would you propose to 
ensure transparency and accountability in the private school voucher program? 

 

Rachael Cabral-Guevara (R) - No Response 
 
Dan Schierl (D) - Until the system is changed, private schools should be held to the same, 
exact standards as the public schools, which is complicated, since the curriculums are very 
often not the same. 

 


