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Wisconsin Constitution, Article X, Section 3  
“The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall be 
as nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for 
tuition to all children between the ages of 4 and 20 years; and no sectarian instruction shall 
be allowed therein;” 

 
Public education faces many ongoing challenges, many of which are compounded by the 
current health crisis:  

● Increased personnel expenses (educators, support, custodial, etc.) 
● Increased transportation costs 
● Access to broadband and other technology costs  
● Infrastructure adaptations, deep cleaning strategies 
● Quality virtual, in-person or hybrid learning opportunities 
● Equity issues (race, poverty, sexual orientation, civil liberties) 
● Private school voucher expansion 

 
 
 

K-12 Public Education Issues 

 
1. What legislative proposals would you support that provide for educational 

needs while protecting the health and safety of students, families, and staff? 
 

Dave Murphy (R) - No Response 
 
Diana Lawrence (D) - Regarding COVID19; the Legislature should put in place rules 
specific to epidemics and pandemics.  Follow the CDC guidelines for management of the 
outbreak. The CDC has a rational plan that starts with getting the virus under control in the 
community before considering opening schools. Once reopened, a regime of protections is 
necessary and diligence to all four protections is required by everyone. Regarding safety in 
schools from gun violence, requiring background checks on all gun sales and implementing 
Red Flag laws will make our communities and as result our schools safer places to live and 
learn. 

 
 
 
 



2. What legislative proposals do you support that ensure equity for ALL students, 
especially as school districts deal with challenges during the Coronavirus health 
crisis? 

Dave Murphy (R) - No Response 
 

Diana Lawrence (D) - The COVID19 health crisis has laid bare the inequities that have been 
lurking in our educational system and society. The inequities have been around a very long time 
and some band aids have been used. We cannot turn on the tap and have one, maybe two, 
solutions pour out that we can use.  There are many fronts of inequity that need to be tackled. 
Poverty, school funding, technology disparities in low income and mid-range households. We need 
to stop the bleeding now and make the difficult decision to look at the entire problem and work on all 
of it. 

 
3. The state special education reimbursement rate for public schools is currently at 

25%. It has been stagnant for ten years after having dropped from a high of 
nearly 70%. What level of reimbursement would you support for the public 
schools? For private school vouchers? 

 

Dave Murphy (R) - No Response 
 
Diana Lawrence (D) - Back to the 70% and we will probably find it should be higher than 
that. My daughter needed a speech therapist.  What might have happened without her 
speech therapy that should had from Pre-K to the end of Sixth Grade? This was 20+ years 
ago now and I can remember her having such dedicated teachers that were able to give 
her the time she needed. It may seem like a value to lawmakers to chintz on the dollars for 
reimbursement, but it does mean the difference between a difficult life and one filled with 
possibilities for our greatest assets. 

 
4. Through private school vouchers, Wisconsin currently spends public funds on 

two parallel school systems, public and private. Given the stress on the state 
budget, how do you propose maintaining adequate funding for public schools, 
as mandated in the Wisconsin Constitution?  

 

Dave Murphy (R) - No Response 
 
Diana Lawrence (D) - It was folly to develop two competing school systems. Our 
Constitution should win out and the public-school option should be maintained, and the 
private system repealed. If the argument for private school vouchers is that the public 
schools are not good enough, then the mission of the State Legislature should be to fix that 
problem. If the argument for private voucher system is that people want to be able to have 
religious training and they pay taxes like everyone else, we need to keep in mind the 
Constitution wins out. Another means can be utilized to address this issue.  

 
 
 



5. Public schools are accountable to the public.  What would you propose to 
ensure transparency and accountability in the private school voucher program? 

 

Dave Murphy (R) - No Response 
 
Diana Lawrence (D) - You know, my real estate tax bill has many entries in it for where 
that money is going. However, some it is hidden in school taxes. I would like to know 
exactly how much of our family tax dollars are being utilized for private school vouchers. As 
long as the students are utilizing public tax dollars, I believe the voucher schools should 
also be reporting details for those students such as drop-out rates, testing results, etc.  We 
as taxpayers are paying dear for this program and some accountability numbers is not 
amiss. 

 
 


