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Wisconsin Constitution, Article X, Section 3  

“The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall be 
as nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for 
tuition to all children between the ages of 4 and 20 years; and no sectarian instruction shall 
be allowed therein;” 

 
Public education faces many ongoing challenges, many of which are compounded by the 
current health crisis:  

● Increased personnel expenses (educators, support, custodial, etc.) 
● Increased transportation costs 
● Access to broadband and other technology costs  
● Infrastructure adaptations, deep cleaning strategies 
● Quality virtual, in-person or hybrid learning opportunities 
● Equity issues (race, poverty, sexual orientation, civil liberties) 
● Private school voucher expansion 

 
 
 

K-12 Public Education Issues 

 
1. What legislative proposals would you support that provide for educational 

needs while protecting the health and safety of students, families, and staff?  
 

Eric Beach (R) - I would support any legislation that moves education forward in a safe, 
easy to access way for families with health and safety in mind. Families should know they 
will have their specific education needs met with options for enrollment that include at home 
curriculum options, and in person options. Masks, sanitation, at home, hybrid, are all ways 
we are dealing with it now. Once we identify the most effective control measures, we will 
have a clearer picture of how or if we need to propose legislation on this particular issue.  
We shouldn’t legislate with knee jerk reactions, instead comprehensive data. 
 
Lee Snodgrass (D) - I was a supporter of the Governor’s People’s Budget which called for 
reworking the funding model, 130 million in general aid, increasing special education aid to 
$79,100,000 and adding an additional tier to sparsity aid. We need to act on the 
recommendations of the Blue-Ribbon Commission, and we need to change Wisconsin’s 
archaic and inequitable funding model. I would also support a phased elimination of private 
school charters/ taxpayer funded voucher schools. I would work to increase the state’s 
share of special needs funding. 



2. What legislative proposals do you support that ensure equity for ALL students, 
especially as school districts deal with challenges during the Coronavirus health 
crisis? 

Eric Beach (R) - If any student faces unequal opportunity or access to education, I would 

want to understand what factors are causing this: Demographics, social, family situation, 

medical...etc. Then determine how impactful this is to the affected student(s) and that 

school system. Develop a plan of action from there. 

Lee Snodgrass (D) - We need to invest in the infrastructure that makes sure broadband is 
available in all WI communities but until that is possible, we must provide funding for 
hotspots and laptops for all students in all districts who need it. Additionally, as we continue 
with online or hybrid learning environments, the students who are most at risk for a learning 
gap in this current online schooling are those with special needs. We need to find a way to 
either safely provide on-site learning or explore in-home learning coaches or off-site 
partnering organizations to help these students and their families from falling further behind. 

 

3. The state special education reimbursement rate for public schools is currently at 
25%. It has been stagnant for ten years after having dropped from a high of 
nearly 70%. What level of reimbursement would you support for the public 
schools? For private school vouchers? 

 

Eric Beach (R) - The needs of students with dyslexia, ADHD, autism, emotional, physical 

and even issues of home life need to be met. Many students need extra attention, and the 

programs that care for these students have costs. Reimbursement of special education 

programs should be given to the schools that carry the costs, which is predominantly our 

public system. I would love to see reimbursement for these costs to be 100%, I eagerly 

wish to resolve or have simple explanations to all budget issues. 

Lee Snodgrass (D) - Our current level is the worst in the nation. I supported the 
Governor’s call for a 60% reimbursement rate in his budget which the JFC rejected. I would 
phase out the private voucher school program which costs us over $350,000,000 in 2019-
20. And if it must exist, the inequity in their 90% reimbursement rate is outrageous. We 
need to bring those two percentages into alignment for public and private. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



4. Through private school vouchers, Wisconsin currently spends public funds on 
two parallel school systems, public and private. Given the stress on the state 
budget, how do you propose maintaining adequate funding for public schools, 
as mandated in the Wisconsin Constitution?  

 

Eric Beach (R) - WI will continue to support public schools funding. Education and the 
services provided by our schools are critical to families and community. Private schools 
have a great place in the community. They are mostly self-funded; the state invests much 
less into private schools. The voucher system provides an opportunity for economically 
burdened families to have a private school option. Students that attend a private school 
alleviate some of the burden from the public-school system. Private schools provide 
diversity in the marketplace, giving families options. Private schools receive only a reduced 
amount of funding as public schools, per voucher student.  
 
Lee Snodgrass (D) - As mentioned, I would phase out voucher schools which we both 
cannot afford and are not accountable to our public taxpayer dollars. However, that is not 
quickly accessible money. We need to take the Medicaid expansion which, besides 
extending healthcare to thousands of Wisconsinites, the federal money would free up state 
dollars for investments in other areas, like education. Additionally, we could look at 
eliminating some tax credits for profitable, wealthy corporations and close existing 
loopholes, like the dark store loophole. All these things would free up budget dollars without 
raising taxes on the middle class. 
 

 
5. Public schools are accountable to the public.  What would you propose to ensure 
transparency and accountability in the private school voucher program? 

 

Eric Beach (R) - Any education institute that receives public(tax) funding needs to have full 

transparency and accountability to the same standards as the public schools. I would 

support any required legislation to ensure that.  Any proposal that would make the 

education dollars be more transparent, and easier for parents and taxpayers to understand 

how money is collected and distributed. Parents should understand the valid reasons why 

the public-school system receives the majority of school funding. 

Lee Snodgrass (D) - I support the 2019 bill that would require municipalities to list on their 
tax bills the gross reduction in state aid to their school districts caused by resident students 
enrolling in a voucher school. 

 
 

 
 


