
The LWV does all advocacy solely on researched based positions.  Over the past five years, we have conducted local 

studies on Huma Trafficking, Land Use Management & Downtown Development, Public Education, Youth Advocacy & 

Justice and this year our local study is on climate change preparedness as we see increasing extreme weather conditions 

that we will need to deal with at the local level.  One week after our study group’s first meeting, Outagamie County 

experienced a massive storm that resulted in the loss of trees & other vegetation and power outages which indicates to 

me that our current study is very timely.  We have also reinstituted our Observer Corps and have received very positive 

feedback about the hard work and dedication of the members of the County Board. 

The LWV would like to commend Outagamie County for their hard work in dealing with unfunded mandates during a 

time of levy limits.  There are important areas for local government to deal with and they are made more difficult when 

they are not given the authority to govern.  We applaud the county board for passing the sales tax that will allow for 

local property tax relief, debt reduction, improvement for capitol projects and especially applaud the county for voting 

to share sales tax revenue with local municipalities and schools. 

We also applaud the county for recognizing the importance of climate issues such as green space, land conservation and 

the exceptional recycling programs including the renewal energies used from landfill gases.  Without such efforts and 

possibly in spite of them, to improve our environment, more money will need to be allocated in the future to deal with 

effects of climate change.  These may affect all other areas of county budgeting as well. 

LWV also applauds the efforts being made in the DHHS areas.  The current opioid crisis has resulted in the need not only 

for more AODA treatment, but also for increasing needs in foster care, juvenile justice, TPRs and alternative courts.  As 

reported by the former director of DHHS, the entire CYF unit is in crisis.  CYF may be the most demanding area in the 

DHHS area including not only the heart-wrenching cases, but the demands on paperwork and the lack of control over 

laws that don’t always appear to have the needs of the children’s best interest in mind.  LWV is supportive of any efforts 

made to provide more personnel or other assistance in this area….  In addition, with the increased need for foster 

parents not only in numbers but in severity of cases, it is important to provide support and assistance to adults willing to 

take on the difficulty of loving and caring for a damaged child.  We also support the assistance provided in the budget 

for the DA’s office to help with the backlog of TPR cases.  We understand that the state has recently agreed to fund two 

assistant DA’s and while this does not cover all of the needs in the DA’s office, having the two DA’s that are in the 

budget as well as the additional two paid for by the state will help to alleviate the dire needs of the most vulnerable 

members of our society. Without these positions, our children will continue to languish in an impermanent position at a 

time in their lives when they need the security of permanence which may continue with the trauma cycle.  From a 

strictly fiscal point of view, paying for these DA positions will save money in the long run by helping the children and 

families before they become adults involved in either the criminal justice or mental health systems where they will cost 

a significantly larger amount of money. 

The LWV is very supportive of other programs that Outagamie County has made available for it’s residents.  We believe 

that the Human Trafficking program through the DYFS department is extremely important and at the same time believe 

that prevention programs that target at youth children at a younger age to be equally important.  Human trafficking 

does not start when a youth is first approached by a predator wanting to take advantage of a vulnerable person.  All of 

these programs need to take into account trauma informed care for both the young people and the parents as well as 

taking into account any barriers to treatment for family members.  This could include a regional corrections facility 

versus a Lincoln Hills model as well as flexibility of DHHS staff.  Coordination of treatment needs throughout the region 

such as that done with the tri-county juvenile sex offender treatment program have also been successful.  We also 

support any efforts to provide treatment for the juvenile in the home or community if possible. 

The LWV applauds the diversion programs throughout Outagamie County including Veteran’s Court, MH court, AODA 

court as well as the MH treatment availability in the jail.  We also support the crisis intervention and MH training of 

Sheriff’s personnel.   



LWV of Appleton participated in the comprehensive plan meetings with the city of Appleton and were impressed with 

the openness of their process and that the city uses their comprehensive plan for future planning.  We look forward to 

Outagamie County being as transparent with their comprehensive plan. 

As you all know, we have four elections in the next year.  The LWV has always supported voter registration and making 

voting for any citizens easier not harder.  We are available to assist in voter registration in any way needed including 

providing voter registration information and assistance tables at county departments or functions.  Earlier in the year we 

offered to provide this for national disability voter registration week at the ADRC and would be happy to provide 

assistance at other times.   

 

 


