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1. Please introduce 

yourself and explain 

why you are running. 

 

Hi, I’m Joe Prohaska.  I’m 50 years old 

and married to Helen Prohaska.  I have 

lived in Appleton for over 20 years and at 

606 east Brewster St. for over 16 of those.  

I work at Oshkosh Defense.  I have been a 

small business owner in Appleton. I am 

running because I don’t believe the people 

of this district have a voice on what 

happens in the city, not by malicious intent 

but by a lack of clear, easy communication.  

Most people don’t know what’s happening 

in city government until it’s over, if then.  

A lot of our neighbors in district 14 don’t 

use social media and some don’t have a 

computer.  They have no access to the 

information that they need to offer their 

opinions, no voice.  When elected I will 

use electronic media as well as mailings 

and face to face meetings to keep people 

informed. 

As of this posting, no 

responses were 

received from this 

candidate 

2. What is the City of 

Appleton doing—and 

what should we be 

doing to control and 

mitigate the effects of 

the Corona virus? 

The city is doing a lot of social media 

education to explain the Corona virus and 

what residents need to be doing to mitigate 

the risks of contracting it along with 

programs like the good neighbor program.  

However, that does nothing for the 

residents that do not use social media or 

own a computer.  A letter sent by the city 

would make sure all residents received the 

information needed.   

 

What we as a community should be doing 

is following the safer at home guidelines 

and social distancing. And PLEASE 

remember that walking outside is not only 

allowed but encouraged, just keep 6 feet 

from your neighbors and say hello with a 

smile!  Also, try and keep in touch with 

neighbors that may need help at this time, 

we need retain our humanity in these 

stressful times more than ever. 

 



3. What adjustments 

should the city make 

to adapt to the 

changes in climate—

the increase in 

number and severity 

of storms- storm 

damage, heat waves, 

etc.—in terms of 

things like 

infrastructure, budget 

impacts, department 

headcount and 

emergency 

preparedness? What 

is your position about 

developing a climate 

preparedness and 

resilience plan in 

light of the increasing 

frequency of severe 

weather events? 

I would like to see power lines going 

underground whenever possible especially 

when roads are being redone.  That would 

make power outages less likely and shorter 

lasting.  It would also save money on the 

tree trimming around the powerlines.  

Perhaps investigate greener ways to power 

the cities buildings, maybe solar panels on 

city roofs, or wind turbines where 

applicable.  There are many options, we 

would need to find the ones that make the 

most sense for Appleton, both financially 

and environmentally.  I think that all 

emergency preparedness plans need to be 

practiced often and with the citizens 

participation whenever possible, we are in 

this together after all.  I am completely in 

favor of developing a climate preparedness 

and resilience plan, to do otherwise is to 

have to react to situations instead of 

following a well thought out plan to help 

the City of Appleton decrease its impact on 

the environment. 

 

 

4.What adjustments 

should the city make 

to accommodate for 

changes in 

transportation to 

encourage cleaner, 

more economical, 

public, technological 

driven advances on 

the horizon (like 

electric cars)?  What 

is your vision? 

 

Make it more attractive for people to use 

electric or hybrid cars like having reserved 

spots in parking ramps and at certain 

meters.  Possibly provide charging options 

at those locations that folks could use 

while shopping (this would be doubly good 

if that power was supplied by solar or wind 

power from the city).  Dedicated public 

transportation to pubic events (farmers 

market, October fest, etc..) that is 

adequately communicated to the public.  

Making Appleton more bike friendly by 

adding bike lanes whenever possible, 

dedicated bike routes and STRICTLY 

enforcing speed limits on those roads (it 

does no good to have a street designated a 

bike route if cyclists will not use them for 

fear of speeding vehicles).  I would love to 

see more people walking and biking 

downtown, I believe that would make for a 

healthier city and populace and a closer 

community. 

 

 

5.What is the 

importance of the 

Diversity 

Coordinator position 

I fully support the position of Diversity 

coordinator and Karen Nelson as that    

coordinator.  As wonderful a place as 

Appleton is to live, we can never become 

 



to the city—why do 

you support/not 

support that role? 

 

complacent.  You will always have people 

that don’t like someone’s race, sexual 

orientation, lifestyle, religion etc. it’s vital 

to make sure that those personal prejudices 

are not allowed to hold any people down or 

deny them the same rights and privileges 

as anyone else.  We are not born with these 

prejudices (children don’t care about skin 

color or anything other than are you nice); 

they are a learned idea.  With education, 

persistence and understanding I hope we 

can break some people out of those narrow 

hurtful ways of thinking.  Communication 

is once again key, if people don’t know 

about problems, programs, ideas etc. they 

CANNOT participate, if they don’t 

participate it’s all for naught. 

 

6.Have you taken the 

Dignity & Respect 

Pledge and have you 

participated in any of 

the initiatives of the 

City of Appleton’s 

Diversity & Inclusion 

Office? 

I have just now, as this is the first time I’ve 

heard of it.  I have not participated in any 

initiatives because I have not heard 

anything about them.  Again, a lack of 

communication between the city and its 

citizens.   

 

 

7.What can you do to 

encourage better 

voter turnout in 

Appleton?  Are you 

willing to increase 

early voting hours to 

increase voter 

turnout? 

 

Not to sound like a broken record but, 

COMMUNICATION.  After being elected 

on April 7th I plan to survey district 14 to 

find out who didn’t vote and why they 

didn’t.  Was transportation an issue?  Were 

they working during the poling hours?  Did 

they forget the election was that day? Did 

they just not care.  There will be many 

reasons I’m sure, but until we know WHY 

there’s no way to fix the problems.  I am 

willing to ask the question and find those 

answers, if I must knock on every door to 

get more people involved in democracy it’s 

a pleasure to do so.  I’d be willing to 

increase early voting hours if that is an 

issue.  I think between absentee ballots and 

the hours the polls are open for voting 

should be enough, but as I said, until I ask, 

I won’t know. 

 

 

8.What do you see as 

the role of private 

Early Childhood 

Education and Care 

I think private, affordable early childhood 

education and care is critical to the 

economic stability and growth in our 

community.  With good education the 

children can learn acceptance of 

 



in economic growth 

and stability? 

 

differences in others that may not be the 

case at home.  A good start can make a 

huge difference when that child gets to 

regular school.  The main problem is those 

services need to be affordable so those 

families just starting out or struggling to 

make ends meet don’t have to pay the 

lion’s share of their hourly wage to pay for 

it.  As a community we can talk and find a 

solution that works for us. 

 

9.Do you believe that 

strong neighborhoods 

-- where citizens are 

actively engaged in 

enhancing quality of 

life -- are a backbone 

of our 

community?  And if 

so, what specific 

increased investments 

will your 

administration make 

in supporting the 

launch and 

development of 

effective 

neighborhood 

organizations? 

 

Absolutely they are! I don’t know that 

increased investments are needed.  Other 

than educational materials I think the best 

thing the city can do is stay out of the way 

and help only if needed, we the people 

know what we need.   I know that district 

14 has a few neighborhoods that have 

block parties each year and I would LOVE 

to help every neighborhood come together 

to enjoy one!  I think neighborhood yard 

sales would be another good way for our 

neighbors to get together to meet and get to 

know each other.  A “traveling trophy” for 

best neighborhood is an idea I heard while 

I was campaigning.  Neighborhood food, 

blood, toy drives etc. the list is endless!  

We just need to get our neighbors 

involved, we need to find those outgoing 

neighbors that like to organize and help 

them start the ball rolling on these 

programs. 

 

 

10.What is your 

position regarding 

Senior or Community 

Centers?  The 

surrounding cities 

have Senior Centers 

that are funded by the 

city and / or 

county.  (i.e. 

Oshkosh, Fond du 

Lac, Green Bay, 

Menasha, etc.) 

 

I believe not having a senior center in 

Appleton is a disservice to our citizens.  

Seniors have spent a lifetime helping to 

shape this city into the wonderful place it 

is to live.  They have provided the labor to 

work and build here.  The knowledge to 

teach and heal.  The love to help and 

nurture.  I think it’s the least the city can 

do to provide a place that seniors can go to 

socialize and have a fun meaningful 

retirement with others of their generations 

in a safe and free environment.  I think that 

this is a perfect fit for the Diversity and 

Inclusion staff to oversee as this group are 

some of the most excluded neighbors we 

have.  I would go so far as to have public 

transportation add routes specifically from 

retirement homes to the Senior center and 

 



back to ensure not only that a place exists 

for them but that they are able to use that 

place. 

 

11.Besides media 

reports, how 

knowledgeable are 

you with the 

negotiations with US 

Ventures, relocating 

city hall and new 

library proposal, and 

any other major 

projects that the city 

is involved in?  What 

is your stance on 

these issues? 

 

I know nothing more about the US Venture 

project the what has been reported and the 

dribbles we get from the closed-door 

negotiations.  I do not like the fact city 

funds in the tens of millions are being 

discussed in closed door session, city 

business should be held in the light of day.  

I am unaware of plans to move city hall but 

that’s not surprising.  The library project 

has been going on so long it has become a 

huge division in Appleton.  While 

campaigning I talked with a lot of 

neighbors in district 14, some were for a 

new library and an almost equal amount 

were against.  I was initially against a new 

library.  Every time I’ve been there, there’s 

has been room on the shelves for more 

books, plenty of open space to 

accommodate patrons and with the 

addition of the security person on duty, a 

safe place to be.  Then I had a talk with 

Colleen Rortveldt, Director of the Library 

and received some information I hadn’t 

had.  The original Library was built to be 

expanded, up to 3 additional stories, as a 

matter of fact it has had an additional floor 

added.  Unfortunately, it was built 40 years 

ago, and the building codes have changed a 

lot since then, no more floors can be added 

so expansion is off the table.  Also,  40 

years ago the internet was still 10 years 

from being born, and the original building 

design is not good for running new wires / 

cables to add the modern day technology 

that any place of learning needs (ask 

Colleen to see her core sample 

paperweight!).  One other factor I hadn’t 

even considered, the site of the current 

Library adds nothing to Appleton’s tax 

base.  A new Library would be a mixed-

used development, meaning that it would 

be both public AND private property, 

which means that the city would receive 

tax income from that private portion on the 

same footprint the Library is on.  This is a 

win-win for taxpayers.  We get new 

modern Library that will see our needs met 

 



for decades while still providing extra tax 

revenues to the city.  We could even look 

at getting a developer to turn the current 

Library building into low income housing 

while we make part of it into a much-

needed Senior center.  Whatever we do 

with that space I think mixed-used 

developments should always be our first 

choice. 

 

12. Appleton has a 

thriving arts 

community. What do 

you see as the value 

of this and what do 

you see as the city’s 

role in supporting the 

arts? 

 

Art is the quintessential expression of 

diversity and inclusion.  During Art in the 

Park for instance you see so many different 

themes, insights and styles, just like 

Appleton’s residents themselves!  And 

while every person that goes there may not 

like everything they see, I’ve never 

witnessed rude behavior toward an artist or 

piece of art.  I think the city is doing a 

good job now.  However, if they move 

“The Big Head” statue they are doing a 

disservice to the city and the artists.  Art is 

subjective, what one person likes may not 

be what another likes, but if the city agrees 

to place a piece of art somewhere, they 

should honor their word.  Like the art 

itself, we are all unique and not everyone 

will like everyone else, that does not mean 

we are less needed in this city.  Diversity 

and Inclusion folks. 

 

 

 


