
Films Recommended by the League of Women Voters   

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion  

Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner, Director, Zacharias Kunuk 2001 (3 h) Apple TV 

 In 2015, a poll of filmmakers and critics in the Toronto International Film Festival named 

Atanarjuat the greatest Canadian film of all time. Set in the ancient past, the film retells an Inuit 

legend passed down through centuries of oral tradition. It revolves around the title character, whose 

marriage with his two wives earns him the animosity of the son of the band leader, who kills 

Atanarjuat's brother and forces Atanarjuat to flee by foot.  “Chris Eyre, Director of Smoke Signals 

says of Atanarjuat “I always say that that’s the most Indian movie ever made.”  

 Concrete Cowboy, Director, Ricky Staub, 2020 (1h 51m) Netflix 
Based on the novel, Ghetto Cowboy by Greg Neri.  A poignant film that will touch your heart. You 

find yourself in an urban African-American horseriding culture in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Flags of Our Fathers, Director, Clint Eastwood 2006 (2h 15m) Prime Video 

Clint Eastwood's adaptation of the non-fiction book Flags of Our Fathers concerns the lives of the 

men in the famous picture of soldiers raising the American flag over Iwo Jima during that historic 

WWII battle. 

I Am Not Your Negro, Director, Raoul Peck 2017 (1 h 33m) Netflix 

Based on James Baldwin’s unfinished book, this visual essay explores racism through the stories 

of Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr.  Netflix Black Lives Matter Collection. 

Judas and the Black Messiah, Director, Shaka King 2021 (2 h 5 m) Prime Video 

Judas and the Black Messiah is a historical drama about the betrayal of Fred Hampton, 

chairman of the Illinois chapter of the Black Panther Party in the late 1960’s.  Daniel 

Kaluuya and Lakeith Stanfield give outstanding performances in this story of betrayal, 

racial injustice, and police brutality, specifically the FBI.  

Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, (1 h 34 m) Netflix 

Powerhouse performances by Angela Davis and the late Chadwick Boseman (died too young) in 

this adapted film from 1982 play by August Wilson showcases the legendary Mother of the Blues, 

Ma Rainey. She’s strong, fearless, fiery and unafraid to do battle with her white manager and 

producer over control of her music. Riveting and emotional.  

Marshall, Director, Reginal Hudin 2017 (1 h 58 m) Prime Video 

Written by Michael and Jacob Koskoff, directed by Reginal Hudin. Impeccable performance by 

Chadwick Boseman as Thurgood Marshall, the first African American Supreme Court Justice. 
Young Thurgood Marshall, lawyer for the NAACP, faces one of his greatest challenges in 

Connecticut when a wealthy socialite accuses her Black chauffeur of sexual assault and attempted 

murder. Marshall teams up with Sam Friedman, a local Jewish lawyer who has never handled a 

criminal case. An unexpected collaboration of two men fighting for justice. 
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Reel Injun, Director, Cree filmmaker Neil Diamond 2009 (1h 26 m) 

 hoopla (Appleton Public Library) 

Canadian documentary film directed by Cree filmmaker Neil Diamond. Reel Injuns explores the 

various stereotypes about Natives in film, from the noble savage to the drunken Indian. The film 

also explores Hollywood's practice of using Italian Americans and American Jews to portray 

Indians in the movies and reveals how some Native American actors made jokes in their native 

tongue on screen when the director thought they were simply speaking gibberish. A wonderful 

visual historical journey ending with a glimpse at Atanarajuat, the most highly acclaimed Indian 

movie ever made. 

 
The Trial of the Chicago 7, Director Aaron Sorkin 2020 (2h 10m) Netflix 

An historical legal drama tells the story of a group of activists who were on trial after 

they traveled to Chicago to protest U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War at the 1968 

Democratic National Convention. Four days of riots and violence broke out August 25-28 

as Chicago police, armed with tear gas and billy clubs tried to enforce an 11 pm curfew in 

the city’s parks, where many of the protesters were camped.  

 

13th, Netflix Original Documentary, (2016) United States has 5% of the world 

population, but 25% of the world’s prisoners. What is the problem? What is ALEC’s 

involvement? 

 

Who Killed Malcolm X, Netflix Series (2020) 

  

Wind River, Director Taylor Sheridan 2017 (1hr 50 m) 

WIND RIVER is a chilling thriller that follows a rookie FBI agent (Elizabeth Olsen) who teams up 

with a local game tracker with deep community ties and a haunted past (Jeremy Renner) to 

investigate the murder of a local girl on a remote Native American Reservation in the hopes of 

solving her mysterious death. Riveting. Be advised: Rape scene.  

 

Woman Walks Ahead, Director Susanna White 2017 (1h 43 m) Prime Video 

Based on true events, Woman Walks Ahead tells the story of Catherine Weldon (Jessica Chastain), 

a widowed artist from New York who, in the 1880s, traveled alone to North Dakota to paint a 

portrait of Chief Sitting Bull (Michael Greyeyes). Her arrival at Standing Rock is met with open 

hostility by a US Army officer (Sam Rockwell), who has stationed troops around the Lakota 

reservation to undermine Native American claims to the land. 
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